Abstract
of NGC 6218 is not [3] . However, our analysis shows that the orbit of NGC 6218 used in these models is not realistic. In fact, more recent work based on the Hipparcos reference system [8] indicates for NGC 6218 an irregular orbit with shorter perigalactic distance, more prone to extensive stripping. We conclude that existing models of cluster disruption are limited by the lack of information on the precise cluster space motions. However, they benefit from an accurate knowledge of the GMF. Before the advent of GAIA, which will make it possible to measure reliably the orbits of many clusters, the only way forward to understand the evolution of the globular cluster system rests on the accurate measurement of the GMF of a large number of these objects. A telescope such as the VLT is perfectly suited for this task. Fig. 1 . The solid lines show the best fitting power-law GMF as derived using our dynamical models applied to a set of radial LFs. The symbols joined by the dashed lines show the local MF as measured near the half-mass radius of each cluster, proving that the latter is a good approximation to the GMF. While the time to disruption (T d ) of NGC 6712 justifies its falling GMF, NGC 6218 should have a GMF as steep as that of NGC 6397, given its very long T d .
